






10 Reasons Not To Pray 
Today



1. You wake up feeling rested, then realize 
your alarm should've gone off an hour 
ago.
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4. Your teenager shaved…the left half of 
his head. 
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8. You're in charge of games for the church 
youth night tonight.
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8. You're in charge of games for the church 
youth night tonight.

9. Your dog is throwing up.

10. Your toilet's overflowing, but at least 
you found the checkbook.



10 Reasons You Really 
Should Pray Today



10 Reasons You Really 
Should Pray Today

(See previous list)



Prayer is not overcoming God's reluctance 
… it is laying hold of his highest 
willingness. 

- Archbishop Richard Trench





Acts 1:6-7

Then they gathered around him and asked 
him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to 
them: “It is not for you to know the times 
or dates the Father has set by his own 
authority.



Luke 21:34-38

34 “Be careful, or your hearts will be 
weighed down with carousing, 
drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and 
that day will close on you suddenly like a 
trap. 35 For it will come on all those who 
live on the face of the whole earth.



Luke 21:34-38
36 Be always on the watch, and pray that 
you may be able to escape all that is about 
to happen, and that you may be able to 
stand before the Son of Man.” 37 Each day 
Jesus was teaching at the temple, and 
each evening he went out to spend the 
night on the hill called the Mount of 
Olives, 38 and all the people came early in 
the morning to hear him at the temple.
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•Be Careful

34 “Be careful, or your hearts will be 
weighed down with carousing, 
drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and 
that day will close on you suddenly like a 
trap.



Philippians 4:6-8

6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
every situation, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests 
to God. 7 And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.



Philippians 4:6-8

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is 
true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is admirable—if anything is 
excellent or praiseworthy—think about 
such things. 



•Be Careful

•Be Watchful



•Be Watchful

36 Be always on the watch…





The power of temptation is not in its 
appeal to our baser instincts; if that were 
the case, it would be natural to be 
repulsed by it. The power of temptation is 
in its appeal to our idealism.

- Helmut Thielicke



1 Peter 5:8

Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy 
the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 
looking for someone to devour. 



Matthew 26:41

Watch and pray so that you will not fall 
into temptation. The spirit is willing, but 
the flesh is weak.



No man knows how bad he is till he has 
tried very hard to be good. A silly idea is 
current that good people do not know 
what temptation means. This is an obvious 
lie. Only those who try to resist temptation 
know how strong it is. 



After all, you find out the strength of the 
German army by fighting it, not by giving 
in. A man who gives in to temptation after 
five minutes simply does not know what it 
would have been like an hour later. 



That is why bad people, in one sense, 
know very little about badness. They have 
lived a sheltered life by always giving in. 
We never find out the strength of the evil 
impulse inside us until we try to fight it.

- C.S. Lewis



•Be Careful

•Be Watchful

•Be Prayerful



•Be Prayerful

36 …pray that you may be able to escape 
all that is about to happen, and that you 
may be able to stand before the Son of 
Man.









If the request is wrong God says “No”. If 
the timing is wrong God says “Slow”. If 
you are wrong God says “Grow”. But if 
the request is right and the timing is right 
and you are right, God says “Go”. 

– Bill Hybels



•Be Careful

•Be Watchful

•Be Prayerful



Luke 21:37-38

37 Each day Jesus was teaching at the 
temple, and each evening he went out to 
spend the night on the hill called the Mount 
of Olives, 38 and all the people came early 
in the morning to hear him at the temple.




